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To be eligible to participate in the Reflections Program, your PTA must be 
in good standing per the Ohio PTA bylaws by NOVEMBER 30, 2026. 

                                                      

OHIO PTA DEADLINE FOR DIGITAL SUBMISSIONS OF  
ENTRIES MOVING ON TO STATE-LEVEL JUDGING:  

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, 2027 BY 11:59 P.M. 
 

All Reflections information and forms are located on our Ohio PTA website 
www.ohiopta.org 

 

 
 

Important paperwork and instructions can be found in the following Ohio PTA Reflections resources: 
 

OHIO PTA OFFICIAL RULES 
This Packet: 

Rules to help you complete your local program. 
 

●​ National PTA General Rules for Participation 
●​ Ohio PTA General Rules for Participation 

○​ Basic Student Guidelines, Students with 
Disabilities, Originality, Use of Copyrighted 
Materials, Addressing Student Ineligibility 

●​ General Unit and Council Participation Rules 
●​ Reflections Entry Submission Rules 
●​ Awards and Recognition 

OHIO PTA LOCAL LEADER’S GUIDE ​
Additional Ohio PTA Packet: 

Information to help develop/run your local program. 
 

●​ Five Steps to Program Success 
○​ Planning 
○​ Promoting 
○​ Hosting 
○​ Celebrating 
○​ Program Wrap Up 

 

RETURN OF STUDENT ARTWORK​
 

All Reflections entries will be required to be digitally submitted to Ohio PTA for the 2026-2027 program.  
Digital files will not be returned. 

 
​
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National PTA General Rules for Participation 

 

All students must adhere to the General Student Participation Rules, as well as the rules for their specific 
arts category. Program rules and student entry forms are provided by your state PTA. To reference all 
National PTA rules, visit PTA.org/ReflectionsToolkit. 
 
Students must submit through a PTA in their community, and follow the rules and process set by that PTA. 
You cannot submit entries directly to National PTA. 
 
Connect with your local PTA to learn about student eligibility and entry requirements, specific rules for 
each arts category, how to submit an entry, and the deadline to submit your artwork. 

 

Ohio PTA General Rules for Participation 

 
Basic Student Guidelines: The following additional guidelines apply to student entries.​
 
●​ Each entry must be the original work of one student only. 
●​ A student may develop an entry inside or outside of the school. 
●​ A student may submit entries in more than one arts category. 
●​ Ohio PTA does not limit the number of entries a student is able to submit. 
●​ Each student entry must include the Ohio PTA Student Submission Entry Form. 

○​ Beginning in 2026-2027, Ohio PTA will only accept the official, digital Ohio PTA Student Submission 
Entry Form, for all entries advancing to State-level judging. 

○​ Ohio PTA strongly encourages all participating Ohio PTA units to begin utilizing the digital Ohio 
PTA Student Submission Entry Form for Units and Councils for their local-level program. A paper 
copy of the Ohio PTA Student Submission Entry Form will still be available for local-level programs 
this year, if needed. 

○​ Publicity Release Clause: A winner of the Ohio PTA Reflections Program may have their first and 
last name posted publicly on Ohio PTA website and social media channels for celebratory, 
promotional, or transparency reasons. A parent/guardian can directly contact Ohio PTA at 
Reflections@OhioPTA.org by February 1st, 2027, to request their child's name to not be publicized 
if selected as an Ohio PTA Reflections winner. 

●​ Student entries must include a title and an artist statement, which provides more complete context 
and descriptions of their inspiration, creative process in crafting the piece, and interpretation of the 
Reflections theme. The statement must be at least one sentence in length, with at least 10 words, but 
not exceed 100 words. 
○​ Accessible Arts participants may use the artist statement section to provide information about how 

their disability and/or support needs impacted their entry. 
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Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities may optionally participate in the National PTA 
Reflections Program Accessible Arts Category.​
 
1.​ Student eligibility for the Accessible Arts Category may be determined by The Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) that defines an individual with a disability as a person who: (1) has a physical or 
mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of the major life activities of that person; (2) 
has a record of such an impairment; or (3) is regarded as having such impairment. 

 
2.​ By participating in the division, students will compete against other students in the Accessible Arts 

Division and be awarded as part of the division.  
 

3.​ Students participating in the Accessible Arts Division for one entry must compete in the division for 
all entries submitted in that program year. Students will only be awarded in one division on the 
National-level. 

 
4.​ Students entering the Accessible Arts Division will follow the general rules and arts category 

guidelines specific to their submissions, modified only by non-artistic accommodations for individuals 
with disabilities and division-specific accommodations. 

 
5.​ When relevant, compete against other students based on the selected grade-level division. Enter the 

Accessible Arts Division to receive non-artistic accommodation and assistance from an adult. Students 
are recognized and awarded prizes as part of the Accessible Arts Division. The Accessible Arts Division 
is an optional division of the Reflections Program, accepting students in all grades whose physical, 
cognitive, or mental health challenges meet the guidelines set forth in the Americans with Disabilities 
Act. National PTA will honor one special artist from across all arts categories to receive an 
Outstanding Interpretation Award. Up to six additional special artists will receive a National PTA 
Award of Excellence.​
 

6.​ Enter the Grade Division most closely aligned to the student’s functional abilities. Students are 
recognized and awarded prizes as part of the general student population without regard to special 
needs or challenges. In this case, students follow all general rules and arts category rules but may 
submit their entries in the grade division most closely aligned to their cognitive or functional abilities. 

 
7.​ Students with disabilities who do not wish to enter the Accessible Arts Division may compete and be 

awarded in their relevant grade-level division (based on school grade). Students may receive only 
non-artistic accommodations. 
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Originality: Specific rules related to originality can be found in the Arts Category Guidelines for 
Student Entries Packet. In general: 
 
●​ An adult may not alter the creative integrity of a student’s work. 
●​ Only one student may be recognized for each entry; collaboration with other students is not allowed. 

Other individuals may appear in or perform a student’s work, but the work itself—the dance 
choreography, film production (i.e., screenplay, camera work and directing) or musical composition 
(i.e., written score and any lyrics)—must be the creative product of one student alone. 

●​ The artwork must be inspired by the current year’s theme and created expressly for the program. 
Artwork produced before the dissemination of the theme or used for another competition or 
program may not be submitted. 

 
Use of Copyrighted Materials: Use of copyrighted material is prohibited in the literature, music 
composition, photography, and visual arts categories. This includes copyrighted cartoon characters, 
material from the internet, advertisements or advertising ideas, musical themes from existing 
copyrighted compositions, copyrighted recorded music, copyrighted photographs, or stock images. 
 
Use of copyrighted music in dance choreography and film production entries is acceptable when the 
title, composer, and performer of any music in the submission are cited on the student entry form. 
 
Film productions, photography and visual art may include public places, well-known products, 
trademarks or other copyrighted material, as long as that copyrighted material is incidental to the 
subject matter of the piece and is a smaller element of the whole.  
 
Visual arts collages may include portions of existing copyrighted works, such as portions of photos, 
magazine clippings, internet images and text cut out of a newspaper, as long as those pieces of 
copyrighted works are used to create a completely new and different work of art. A collage should be 
judged for its whole—not its parts—and its creativity as an original work of art.  
 
Misuse of the above material may constitute plagiarism—the act of taking and using another’s words, 
ideas or inventions as one’s own. 
 
Addressing Student Ineligibility: Occasionally, entries submitted to the Reflections Program are 
ineligible. One reason for ineligibility is that the local PTA is not in good standing. It is very important 
that you check with your PTA president to ensure your PTA is in good standing with Ohio PTA. Other 
common reasons for ineligibility are plagiarism and resubmission. The following recommended 
procedures apply to both plagiarized and resubmitted entries: 
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1.​ Review entries to ensure that all are original and have not previously been submitted to Reflections 

or another art competition. 
2.​ Alert judges to the possibility that some pieces may not be original and encourage them to 

communicate when one may be questionable. 
3.​ Research questionable entries using an internet search engine or other appropriate source. 
4.​ Return ineligible pieces to students, and explain why they are being returned. 
5.​ Talk with appropriate school personnel, such as school counselors, the principal or teachers about 

ways to address the seriousness of copying someone else’s work or resubmitting artwork with the 
student and his/her family. 

 
If ineligibility is confirmed after judging, determine whether awards (including award money, pins, 
certificates, etc.) should be returned.  

 

General Unit and Council Participation Rules 
 

PTAs and students must adhere to the General Participation Rules 
 
Eligibility of PTA Units and Councils: 
●​ PTAs in good standing per the Ohio PTA bylaws by November 30, 2026 may participate.  
 
Total quantity of eligible entries for submitting Councils: 
●​ Councils with 3-15 PTA units may submit up to 28 entries to Ohio PTA 
●​ Councils with 16-39 PTA units may submit up to 60 entries to the Ohio PTA 
●​ Councils with 40 or more PTA units may submit up to 76 entries to Ohio PTA 
 
Total quantity of eligible entries for others: 
●​ Units whose Council does not participate may submit up to 16 entries to Ohio PTA 
●​ Non-Council Units may submit up to 16 entries to Ohio PTA 
●​ Community PTAs may submit up to 28 entries to Ohio PTA 
 

 
 

The Ohio PTA deadline for digital submission of entries moving on to State-level judging  
is FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, 2027 BY 11:59 P.M. 

​

There will be no exceptions to this Official Reflections Entry Deadline 
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Reflections Entry Submission Rules 

 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR ELIGIBILITY:​

 
​ Local-level Submissions: Entries submitted by students 

●​ Every entry must include the mandatory Ohio PTA Student Submission Entry Form (paper or 
digital, as set by the local-level unit), and work of art that complies with the rules stated in the Arts 
Category Guidelines for Student Entries. 

●​ The Student Submission Entry Form must be completed by the Reflections participant/student. 
Non-artistic accommodation and assistance may be provided by an adult for students entering the 
Accessible Arts and Primary divisions, if necessary.  

●​ All Student Submission Entry Form fields must be completed and contain appropriate information. 
●​ ALL PARTICIPATING STUDENTS MUST SIGN THE MANDATORY STUDENT SUBMISSION ENTRY 

FORM, by wet or electronic signature, signifying agreement  to the National PTA and Ohio PTA 
Reflections Official Rules.  

●​ A PARENT OR GUARDIAN MUST ALSO SIGN the mandatory Student Submission Entry Form, by wet 
or electronic signature, for all students under 18 and all students with disabilities. By signing, the 
parent or guardian agrees to the National PTA and Ohio PTA Reflections Official Rules. 

 
​ State-level Submissions: Entries submitted by Unit/Council PTA Reflections Chair 

●​ PRIOR TO SUBMITTING ENTRIES to Ohio PTA for State-level judging, Unit/Council Reflections Chair 
must submit the digital MANDATORY OHIO PTA REFLECTIONS PARTICIPATION FORM. The form 
must be completed in its entirety or entries will not be accepted.  

●​ Every entry being submitted for State-level must include the mandatory digital Ohio PTA 
State-level Student Submission Entry Form, including the work of art that complies with the rules 
stated in the Arts Category Guidelines for Student Entries. 

●​ The State-level Student Submission Entry Form must be completed in its entirety. 
●​ Unit/Council PTA Reflections Chairs ARE NOT PERMITTED to alter information on the Student 

Submission Entry Form—including spelling, grammar, missing words, the artist statement, title 
of artwork, or other student-provided information—without the consent of the student and/or 
parent/guardian. 

●​ Unit/Council PTA Reflections Chairs ARE PERMITTED to alter the arts category of an entry if the 
work of art does not comply with the rules of the submitted category. 

●​ Unit/Council PTA Reflections Chairs ARE PERMITTED to add missing required category details, 
(dimensions, word count, etc.) to make an entry State-level eligible, if they choose. 

●​ Unit/Council PTA leaders must certify that the participating student and a parent/guardian 
have signed the Student Submission Entry Form. Signatures constitute an agreement to comply 
with all National PTA and Ohio PTA Reflections Program rules. 
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Awards and Recognition 

 
Ohio PTA  
●​ The achievements of Ohio student artists participating in the Reflections Program are recognized by 

the Ohio PTA by presenting the following awards: Award of Excellence, Award of Outstanding 
Achievement, Award of Merit, and Honorable Mention(s).  

●​ Awards are given for each arts category (Dance Choreography, Film Production, Literature, Music 
Composition, Photography, and Visual Arts) in each grade division (Primary, Intermediate, Middle 
School, High School, and Accessible Arts).  

●​ For 2026-2027, Ohio PTA will ONLY ACCEPT digital submissions for entries in categories for 
State-level judging. No physical artwork will be accepted. No digital entries will be returned. 
●​ Through the 2025-2026 program, Ohio PTA maintained possession of entries until the 

completion of the National PTA entry submission period in March. Ohio PTA returned 
Photography and Visual Arts entries to local units. Dance Choreography, Film Production, 
Literature, and Music Composition entries were not returned. Entries that earned Ohio PTA 
awards were returned at a later date as winning entries were exhibited at the annual Ohio PTA 
convention, PTA trainings, and at various locations May-December, if available. 

National PTA  
●​ Student entries submitted to the National-level go through two rounds of review by arts professionals 

from across the country. In Reflections, judges prioritize the artist's interpretation of the theme. 
●​ After review, National PTA awards over 200 student artists across the arts categories and divisions. 

Students are eligible for Awards of Excellence and Awards of Merit. Seven entries will be eligible to 
receive the Outstanding Interpretation Award.  

●​ National-level winners are announced annually on May 1 on the National PTA website and social 
media. Direct outreach is sent to winning student artists by National PTA.  

●​ In 2026, prizes given to National PTA Reflections Winners included: 
●​ Award of Merit: Bronze Medal; Certificate of Merit; Work featured in the virtual exhibition 
●​ Award of Excellence: $200 Young Artist Scholarship; Silver Medal; Certificate of Excellence; Work 

featured in the virtual exhibition 
●​ Outstanding Interpretation Award: $800 Young Artist Scholarship; Gold Medal; Certificate of 

Outstanding Interpretation; Work featured in the virtual exhibition; $200 Prize for Local PTA Unit 
●​ All artwork submissions to the national-level for judging are submitted digitally by state PTAs, 

therefore National PTA does not return entries. 
 

 
 

 
Ohio PTA adheres to the rules set forth by National PTA. 

Failure of any persons/participants to follow the official rules set forth by National PTA and Ohio PTA will result in disqualification. 

 


